
FUND VALUES AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2014

Mission Capital Endowment Fund
$767,664.32

McKeefery Seminary Scholarship Fund
$150,000

CONTACT INFORMATION

If you have questions about the St. Luke’s 
Endowment Fund or would like to make a donation, 
please contact us!

Lynette Fields, Executive Director of Missions
407.876.4991 ext. *230
lfields@st.lukes.org

Kelly Smith, Executive Director of Operations
407.876.4991 ext. *223
ksmith@st.lukes.org

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
4851 S. Apopka-Vineland Road
Orlando, FL 32819
407.876.4991
www.st.lukes.org

ST. LUKE’S
ENDOWMENT
FUND

MCKEEFERY SEMINARY 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

The scholarship 
endowment was 
created with a gift 
given by Dr. Ruth M. 
McKeefery, to honor her 
husband, Dr. William 
James McKeefery, and 
children, Dr. Virginia L. 
McKeefery-Reynolds, 
Carol A. McKeefery 
Banga, and W. James 
McKeefery.

This fund provides financial support for 
members and staff of St. Luke’s who are 
attending a seminary with the goal of 
becoming an Elder or Deacon of the United 
Methodist Church. Funds may also be used 
to help staff or lay church members achieve 
certification in areas designated by the United 
Methodist Church.

Recipients of this scholarship include: 

• Kelly Rhyne (former St. Luke’s Praise Band 
member) - Candler School of Theology, 
Emory University 

• Meghan and Dave Killingsworth - Duke 
Divinity School, Duke University

• Jack Ladd (now serving at Gray Memorial 
United Methodist Church, Tallahassee) 
- Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University 

• Kirkland Reynolds (now serving at Chevy 
Chase United Methodist Church, Chevy 
Chase, MD) - Candler School of Theology, 
Emory University 

• Britt Gilmore – (United Methodist 
Missionary, East Belfast Mission, Belfast, 
Northern Ireland) - Duke Divinity School, 
Duke University

• Jerry Herships (After Hours Denver Church 
Plant) - Iliff Seminary

Dr. Ruth McKeefery



One of the earliest gifts went to the Seth 
Moktimi Seminary in South Africa. The 
seminary is committed to teaching theology 
in an African context with an emphasis on 
empowering people for the development of 
their emerging society.  
     
In 2012, a $5,000 gift was made to the Skainos 
Center in East Belfast. St Luke’s has long had 
a ministry in Northern Ireland dedicated to 
peace and reconciliation. This gift provided 
funding for furniture for the Counseling Center.  
The Rev. Gary Mason, Methodist minister in 
Belfast commented:

  
     

THE CAPITAL ENDOWMENT FUND 

This fund provides financial support for capital 
projects outside of St. Luke’s. These funds are 
not to be used by the recipient for operating 
expenses, but rather for capital improvements 
expected to have a life span beyond one year.

The first gifts from the Capital Endowment 
Fund of $21,000 were made in 2008. Through 
2014 over $175,000 has been gifted to various 
worthy causes. 

Two gifts have been made to the Zoe Project 
in Africa. The Zoe Project provides grants 
and materials to fund the building of houses 
for orphans. The orphans themselves decide 
which children are most in need of a new 
home. Through this project a sister and her 
brothers, Clementine Uwimana and Jean Paul 
and Noheri, were reunited in their own home. 
     

Funds from the endowment were used by the 
Jamaica Mission Team to purchase a dental 
pack and a cavitron. These devices were vitally 
important to the dental hygiene treatments 
delivered to the patients in Jamaica.  

After three decades of conflict, 
we are a broken traumatized 

community. For us to achieve healing 
in the aftermath of thirty years of 
conflict, a quiet place of listening 
and therapy is essential. St. Luke’s 

has allowed this space to be a reality.

“

”
Clementine Uwimana and her brother.

Did you know that St. Luke’s has two 
Endowment Funds? One is the McKeefery 
Seminary Scholarship Fund and the other is 
the Mission capital Endowment Fund.

The Mission Capital Endowment Fund was 
launched through pledges of the first 10% 
(a tithe) of St. Luke’s 2005 “Body Building” 
capital campaign. The McKeefery Seminary 
Scholarship Fund was founded through gifts 
from the McKeefery family in 2004.

WHY HAVE AN ENDOWMENT FUND?

St. Luke’s purpose has always been to build 
the Kingdom by building disciples. The 
generosity that St. Luke’s members show with 
their time, talents, gifts, service, and witness 
allow the church to reach beyond its walls and 
into the community. 

God has richly blessed St. Luke’s and as we 
grow as faithful servants we want to provide 
members the opportunity to financially 
support the mission of the church through a 
legacy gift. 

With numerous options to structure gifts 
and bequests, funds can be dedicated to 
the ongoing life of the church or for other 
charitable purposes. The funds rests in part on 
extending our generosity while we are here on 
earth to a stream of bounty after we are gone. 

If you would like more information about 
creating a named endowment or contributing 
to our existing endowments please contact 
Kelly Smith, Executive Director of Operations 
at ksmith@st.lukes.org or 407.876.4991 ext. 
*223.

Seth Moktimi Seminary in South Africa

Skainos Center in East Belfast


